
SUPER SIPS: Greenhill Winery & Vineyards

Greenhill Winery & Vineyards popped the cork Aug. 30, and already it is making a name for itself in

Virginia’s ever-expanding wine industry.

The 128-acre estate, formerly home to Swedenburg Estate Vineyard, is set against the backdrop of the

Blue Ridge and Bull Run Mountain ranges and features 11 acres of vines, a tasting room, and a historic

stone manor dating from the French and Indian War. The vineyards fall within the recently established

Middleburg American Viticultural Area concentrated in Loudoun County. The Middleburg AVA’s granite

soil is considered among the best in Virginia wine country.

David Greenhill, the winery’s proprietor, has called Virginia home for more than 15 years and said he

jumped at the opportunity to purchase the Swedenberg property, which he described as “a most serene

and lovely place.” It also features Little River, which runs along the southeast property line, and a natural

pond.

Greenhill is a partner in a satellite communications company providing services to business aviation,

military and government aircraft worldwide. Originally from North Carolina, he has a bachelor’s degree in

economics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a master’s degree in philosophy and

theology from Yale University.

“We want to produce the finest wines possible,” Greenhill said, “joining the ranks of other Virginia

wineries to ‘bottle shock’ California—and the rest of the world—with our quality and artful passion for

wine-making.”

In its first year, Greenhill is offering four wines: a Bordeaux blend labelled Philosophy; a vidal blanc, a

syrah, and a rare Virginia Blanc de Blancs sparkling wine made of 100 percent Chardonnay grapes. In

November, an internationally recognized wine competition held in Sonoma, announced the results of its

2013 Grand Harvest Awards. Among more than 1,000 entries, all of Greenhill’s wines were awarded a

medal.

Shortly after acquiring the property, Greenhill hired husband and wife team Sebastien Marquet and

Isabelle Truchon of Burgundy Style Consulting to spearhead the formation of the winery. Marquet, also

the chief winemaker at Doukenie Winery in Purcellville and the Vineyards and Winery at Lost Creek in

Leesburg, conducts and coordinates every aspect of the winemaking process.

“I am a traditionalist,” he said, “taking Old World techniques and refining them for the New World palate.

To me, making wine is both a science and an art, a communion with nature. It is a lifestyle.”



Marquet, a native of France, began making wine in the renowned Burgundy region as a teenager. His

background includes 23 years of vintages from across the world, producing wine in Burgundy, Languedoc-

Roussillon, Martinique, Sonoma, Napa Valley, and Virginia. Marquet earned his bachelor’s degree at the

Lycee Viti-oenologie Macon Davaye.

Isabelle Truchon, Greenhill’s manager of operations, is a certified specialist of wine, a designation from

the Society of Wine Educators. Truchon said she approaches the business as an entrepreneur and an

artist. Since August, the public tasting room has been totally renovated under her direction, with large

windows exposing patrons to the beautiful scenery. The manor house also is being remodeled with three

private tasting rooms, each with a different ambience. Mural-sized drawings of horses done by Truchon

can be found on the ground floor and going up the stairs in the manor house.

“We want to partner with the local community,” Truchon said. “That is part of our mission. And we want

to attract more patrons from D.C.…Greenhill is all about experiencing the authentic. We provide a fusion

of wine and nature, a testament to Virginia wine country.”

Marquet and Truchon also host The Burgundy Experience, sharing with others the deeply rooted culture

of French traditional winemaking that is especially relevant to Burgundy. Their Burgundy Experience

2014 takes place June 22-29. Included in their tour of Burgundy is the “Lycee Viticole de Beaune,” where

Marquet studied. The tour also includes demonstrations on crafting barrels.

The Wine Club at Greenhill Winery & Vineyards entails a commitment to purchase a minimum of 12

bottles per year, and allows a number of special privileges, including access to the historic clubhouse,

complimentary tastings, a 15 percent discount on all bottled wine purchases, invitations to release parties

and other special events.

For more information, go to www.greenhillvineyards.com or call 540-687-6968.

http://www.greenhillvineyards.com/

